Reformation Sunday
October 25, 2020

Gathering
God invites us to enter His presence
Prelude Christ, the Sure Foundation Birchwood
Open My Eyes Taylor

Welcome & Announcements

Preparation for Worship (Time for Silent Preparation)

!Call to Worship Jim Fox

In Christ, the God of heaven has made his home on earth.
Christ dwells among us and is one with us.

Highest of all creation, he lives among the least.

He journeys with the rejected and welcomes the weary.
Come now, all who thirst,

and drink the water of life.

Come now, all who hunger,

and be filled with good things.

Come now, all who seek,

and be warmed by the fire of love.

Let us worship the Triune God.

!Invocation Jim Fox

Ever present God,

we thank you for calling us to meet with you today.

We praise you for coming to us long before we first came to you,
for knowing who would be here today,

and for knowing even our motives for coming.

By your Spirit lead and guide us during this service,

to help us hear you when you speak

and to guide our responses with hearts and voices

that rejoice in your presence. Amen.

Hymn of Praise 8 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
(Bell Choir—Linda Gyrath, Pat Adams, Mary Adams,
Sandy Dulaney, Brenda Stauffer, Kay Johnson,
Benjamin Johnson)

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!

O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, Now to His temple draw near;

Join me in glad adoration!



Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth,

Shelters thee under His wings, yes, so gently sustaineth!

Hast thou not seen how all thy longings have been granted in
What He ordaineth?

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee.

Ponder a new what the Almighty can do,

If with His love He befriend thee.

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!

All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him.
Let the Amen sound from His people again:

Gladly for aye we adore Him. A-men.

Confessing

God invites us to be honest with Him
Prayer of Confession Jim Fox
(Responsively)
Merciful God,
for the things we have done that we regret,
forgive us;
for the things we have failed to do that we regret,
forgive us;
for all the times we have acted without love,
forgive us;
for all the times we have reacted without thought,
forgive us;
for all the times we have withdrawn care,
forgive us;
for all the times we have failed to forgive,
forgive us.

For hurtful words said and helpful words unsaid, for unfinished tasks
and unfulfilled hopes,
God of all time, forgive us and help us to lay down our burden of regret. Amen.

Time for Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon Jim Fox

The LORD is merciful and gracious,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
As a father has compassion for his children,
so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him.
For he knows how we were made;

he remembers that we are dust.

But the steadfast love of the LORD is from
everlasting to everlasting

on those who fear him,

and his righteousness to children’s children,

to those who keep his covenant

and remember to do his commandments.



Leader: This is the Promise of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God!

! Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
And to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning,
Is now and ever shall be, world without end.
A-men, A-men.

Minute for Mission Good Works

Offering
Thankful of the gifts God has given us, we offer ourselves to Him

Invitation As God’s dear children, then, take him as your
pattern, and follow Christ by loving as he loved you,
giving himself up for us as an offering and a
sweet-smelling sacrifice to God.

Offering
*Please place your offerings in the plate in the back
of the church on your way out.
Offertory Ancient Words DeShazo
! Doxology Bell Choir

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. A-men.

! Prayer of Dedication

Generous God,

we marvel at your lavish gifts to us:

life and breath,

food and shelter,

opportunities for work and play,

and, most especially, hope and peace in Christ.
We now pledge ourselves

to mirror and reflect

the glory of your self-giving love,

to continue in the pattern of generosity
we see perfectly revealed in Christ,
through whom we pray. Amen.



Proclaiming
God speaks to us through His Word

Prayer of lllumination

Scripture Lesson Ruth 2:1-16

2 Now Naomi had a relative of her husband's, a worthy man of the clan of Elimelech, whose name

was Boaz. And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go to the field and glean among the ears of
grain after him in whose sight | shall find favor.” And she said to her, “Go, my daughter.” °So she set out
and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers, and she happened to come to the part of the field
belonging to Boaz, who was of the clan of Elimelech. * And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem. And he
said to the reapers, “The LORD be with you!” And they answered, “The LORD bless you.” ° Then Boaz said
to his young man who was in charge of the reapers, “Whose young woman is this?” ® And the servant who
was in charge of the reapers answered, “She is the young Moabite woman, who came back with Naomi
from the country of Moab. ’ She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves after the
reapers.” So she came, and she has continued from early morning until now, except for a short rest.”

® Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Now, listen, my daughter, do not go to glean in another field or leave this one,
but keep close to my young women. % Let your eyes be on the field that they are reaping, and go after
them. Have | not charged the young men not to touch you? And when you are thirsty, go to the vessels
and drink what the young men have drawn.” *° Then she fell on her face, bowing to the ground, and said
to him, “Wh}/ have | found favor in your eyes, that you should take notice of me, since | am a

foreigner?” ' But Boaz answered her, “All that you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of
your husband has been fully told to me, and how you left your father and mother and your native land and
came to a people that you did not know before. > The LorD repay you for what you have done, and a full
reward be given you by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take

refuge!” ** Then she said, “I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, for you have comforted me and
spoken kindly to your servant, though | am not one of your servants.”

“And at mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come here and eat some bread and dip your morsel in the wine.” So
she sat beside the reapers, and he passed to her roasted grain. And she ate until she was satisfied, and

she had some left over. *When she rose to glean, Boaz instructed his young men, saying, “Let her glean
even among the sheaves, and do not reproach her. *And also pull out some from the bundles for her and
leave it for her to glean, and do not rebuke her.”

Sermon “The Generosity of Boaz”
Rev. Tim Latham

Responding
We respond to God’s Word

Hymn of Response 468 The King of Love My Shepherd Is

The King of love my Shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if | am His and He is mine forever.

Where streams of living water flow
My ransomed soul He leadeth,

And where the verdant pastures grow
With food celestial feedeth.



Perverse and foolish oft | strayed,
But yet in love He sought me,
And on His shoulder gently laid,
And home rejoicing bro’t me.

In death’s dark vale | fear no ill with Thee, dear Lord,
Beside me;

Thy rod and staff my comfort still,

Thy cross before to guide me.

And so thru all the length of days

Thy goodness faileth never:

Good Shepherd, may | sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever. A-men.

!Profession of Faith

We believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God,

Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made;

of the same essence as the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven;

he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and was made human.

He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried.

The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again with glory

to judge the living and the dead.

His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life.

He proceeds from the Father and the Son,

and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
He spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look forward to the resurrection of the dead,

and to life in the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of the People/Lord’s Prayer

Commissioning
God sends us out into the world as His witnesses

Hymn 88 Fairest Lord Jesus

Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature,
O Thou of God and man the Son:
Thee will | cherish, Thee will | honor,
Thou my soul’s glory, joy, and crown.

Fair are the meadows, Fairer still the woodlands,
Robed in the blooming garb of spring:

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,

Who makes the woeful heart to sing.

Fair is the sunshine, Fairer still the moonlight,
And all the twinkling starry host:

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer
Than all the angels heaven can boast.

Beautiful Savior! Lord of the nations!
Son of God and Son of Man!

Glory and honor, Praise, adoration,
Now and forever more be Thine! A-men.

!Benediction & Blessing

!Organ Postlude Let the Word Go Forth Birchwood



