Second Sunday in Lent
February 28, 2021

Gathering
God invites us to enter His presence

Prelude Prelude | and Il from Well-Tempered Clavier, J.S. Bach
Dan Baker—Piano

Welcome & Announcements

Preparation for Worship (Time for Silent Preparation)

! Call to Worship Dennis Lesher
The earth is the Lord’s, for he made it:

Come, let us adore him.

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness:

Come, let us adore him.

The mercy of the Lord is everlasting:

Come, let us adore him.

Lord, open our lips.

And our mouths shall proclaim your praise.

Let us worship the Triune God. Amen.

! Invocation Dennis Lesher

You, O God, are mighty forever.

You cause the wind to blow and the rain to fall.

You sustain the living, give life to the dead,

support the falling, loose those who are bound,

and keep your faith with those who sleep in the dust.
Who is like you, O God of mighty acts?

Praise be to you forever. Amen.

! Hymn 8 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!

O my soul, praise Him, for He is they health and salvation!
All ye who hear, Now to His temple draw near;

Join me in glad adoration!

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth,
Shelters thee under His wings, yes, so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen How all thy longings have bee granted

In what He ordaineth?



Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee.

Ponder a new what the Almighty can do,

If with His love He befriend thee.

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!

All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him.
Let the Amen sound from His people again:

Gladly foraye we adore Him. Amen.

Confessing
God invites us to be honest with Him

Prayer of Confession Dennis Lesher

Merciful God, for the things we have done that we regret,
forgive us;

for the things we have failed to do that we regret,
forgive us;

for all the times we have acted without love,
forgive us;

for all the times we have reacted without thought,
forgive us;

for all the times we have withdrawn care,

forgive us;

for all the times we have failed to forgive,

forgive us.

For hurtful words said and helpful words unsaid,
for unfinished tasks and unfulfilled hopes,

God of all time, forgive us and help us

to lay down our burden of regret. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon Dennis Lesher

He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross,
so that, free from sins,

we might live for righteousness;

by his wounds you have been healed.

Leader: This is the Promise of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God!

! Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
And to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning,
Is now and ever shall be, world without end.
A-men, A-men.



Offering
Thankful of the gifts God has given us, we offer ourselves to Him

Invitation How does God’s love abide in anyone
who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or
sister in need and yet refuses to help?
Dear children, let us love, not in word or speech,
but also in truth and action.

Offering
*Please place your offerings in the plate in the
back of the church on your way out
Offertory “Gentle Shepherd, Kind and True” Hopson
Junior Choir
Dennis Lesher—Piano
! Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. A-men.

! Prayer of Dedication

All good things come from you, O God,

and with gratitude we return to you what is yours.

You created all that is, and with love formed us in your
image. When our love failed, your love remained steadfast.
You gave your only Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Savior.

All that we are, and all that we have, is a trust from you.
And so, in gratitude for all your gifts, we offer you ourselves,
and all that we have, in union with Christ’s offering for us.
By your Holy Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each
other, and one in ministry to all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Y Hymn By Faith

By faith we see the hand of God

In the light of creation's grand design

In the lives of those who prove His faithfulness
Who walk by faith and not by sight



By faith our fathers roamed the earth

With the pow'r of His promise in their hearts
Of a holy city built by God's own hand

A place where peace and justice reign

We will stand as children of the promise

We will fix our eyes on Him our soul's reward
Till the race is finished and the work is done
We'll walk by faith and not by sight

By faith the prophets saw a day

When the longed-for Messiah would appear

With the pow'r to break the chains of sin and death
And rise triumphant from the grave

By faith the church was called to go

In the pow'r of the Spirit to the lost

To deliver captives and to preach good news
In ev'ry corner of the earth

By faith the mountain shall be moved

And the pow'r of the gospel shall prevail
For we know in Christ all things are possible
For all who call upon His name

Procl:;iming
God speaks to us through His Word

Prayer of lllumination

Scripture Reading 1 Corinthians 2:6-16

6Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of
this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God
decreed before the ages for our glory. & None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they
would not have crucified the Lord of glory. ® But, as it is written,

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
nor the heart of man imagined,
what God has prepared for those who love him"—

0these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the
depths of God. "' For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So
also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 2 Now we have received not the
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by
God. 3 And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting
spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.



4 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him,
and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15 The spiritual person
judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. ' “For who has understood the mind of the Lord
so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.

Sermon “The Mind of Christ”
Rev. Tim Latham

Responding
We respond to God’s Word

! Hymn 275 How Firm A Foundation

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,

Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!

What more can He say than to you He hath said,
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

“Fear not, | am with thee; O be not dismayed,

For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;

I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.”

“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply:
The flame shall not hurt thee; | only design
Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine.”

“The would that on Jesus hath leaned for repose

I will not, I will not desert to its foes;

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake!”

! Profession of Faith

Leader: Let us now profess our faith along with the saints through
the ages.

People: We believe there is no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus; for we know that all things work together for
good for those who love God, who are called according to
God’s purpose. We are convinced that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the |
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Prayers of the People



Commissioning
God sends us out into the world as His witnesses

Y Hymn 66 To God Be the Glory

To God be the glory—great things He hath done!
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son,
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin

And opened the lifegate that all may go in.

Refrain

Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord, Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord,

Let the people rejoice!

O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son,

And give Him the glory—great things He hath done!

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood!
To ev'ry believer the promise of God;

The vilest offender who truly believes,

That moment from Jesus a pardon received.
Refrain.

Great things He hat taught us, great things He hath done,
And great ou rejoicing thru Jesus the Son;

But purer and higher and greater will be Our wonder,

Our transport, when Jesus we see.

Refrain.

! Benediction & Blessing

! Postlude Prelude X from Well-Tempered Clavier, J.S. Bach
Dan Baker—Piano



